
What is the Gospel? 
 
 Another depiction of the gospel is found in the story of Joseph whose suffering 
and glory clearly foreshadow those of the coming Christ.  Comparisons with Christ are 
found in brackets. 

 Joseph was a shepherd [Jn 10:11], the beloved son of his father [Jn 3:16].  He 
was envied by his brothers who sought to kill him, Gen 37:11, 18-20 [ Jn 1:11].  But 
Judah, whose name is translated Judas in Greek, betrayed him and sold him for 20 
shekels of silver to Midianite traders who took him down into Egyptian captivity, vv. 25-
28.  [Judas betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of silver, Mt 26:15].   

 Note that in the symbolic language of ancient culture, Egypt was considered a 
land of graves and death.  The Ishmaelites to whom Joseph was sold were carrying 
gum, balm and myrrh, elements used in the Egyptian cult of the dead observances, to 
that land.  Note also that Scripture always portrays the movement into Egypt as going 
down, an unmistakable parallel with going down into the grave or into Sheol.  Also, 
recall the infamous words of the grumbling, ungrateful Israelites in their remonstrations 
against Moses, “… "Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? ..”  Ex 14:11.  See 17:3.   Lastly, Joseph’s father, thinking 
his beloved son to be dead, refused to be comforted and mourned for him saying “ ".. I 
shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning."”  Gen 37:35.  In reality, Jacob laid eyes 
upon Joseph after he was encouraged by Yahweh to go down into Egypt, “Do not be 
afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go 
down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph's hand shall 
close your eyes."”  46:3- 4, whereupon he confessed “.. "Now let me die, since I have 
seen your face and know that you are still alive."” v. 30.   From these examples, we can 
easily see that Joseph’s deliverance into Egyptian captivity symbolizes a spiritual death.   

 Joseph’s brothers presented their father his many-colored robe that they had 
dipped in blood to support their lie that Joseph was mauled to death by an animal, 
37:31-33 [Mt 27:26-28; cf. Rev 19:13].  In Egypt, innocent Joseph was condemned as a 
criminal and was thrown into a dungeon, Gen 39:20 [Lk 23: 4, 33], and placed between 
two criminals, the king’s chief cupbearer and his chief baker, the former being reprieved 
and restored to life and the latter, executed.. all on the third day, 40:1-4, 22-24.  [Lk 
23:39-43].  Protesting his innocence, Joseph requested the cupbearer to remember him 
to Pharaoh, vv. 14, 23 [Lk 22:19].  The cupbearer forgot Joseph but God later caused 
Joseph to be remembered.  On that day, Joseph was elevated out of the dungeon and 
donned with royal robes, 41:14, 42 [Mk 14:62].  The Spirit of God was upon him, v. 38 
and Pharaoh appointed him as his vice-regent, sitting at his right hand.  There, Joseph 
prepared for the salvation of Egypt from the imminent famine.  Employing his God-given 
wisdom, v. 39, Joseph rescued not only Egypt from death during the famine but also all 
the nations that would come to that land of death seeking the bread of life which he 
freely gave them.  In this way, the sovereign God fulfills his eternal plan of redemption 
for his covenant people by sending Joseph ahead to prepare a place for his people, 
45:5-6; 50:20; Ps 105:16-17.  In fulfillment of this story, Christ Jesus, resurrected from 
the dead on the third day, Lk 24:46, gives himself, the Bread of Life to all nations, Jn 
6:35, that they may never hunger anymore.  He has gone ahead to prepare a place for 
his people, Jn 14:1-3, who will dwell with him forever.  Adapted from W.  A.  Gage. The 
Road to Emmaus: A Walk with a Stranger from Jerusalem (Fort Lauderdale: St. 
Andrews House, 2012), pp. 56-57.   


